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—Press Release—for immediate release—Press Release—

Powerless In the Mist of the Juggernaut: Etchings by Kathe Kollwitz
Curated by Ernest A. Bryant lll, for CRITICISM + VALUE, Experimental Pedagogy &
Contemporary Art Space: A collaboration with TIMM Architecture, and Tbilisi State
Academy of Arts.

Eﬁm Location: Kote Afkhazi 18/2, Tbilisi, Georgia
» Exhibition Dates: May 16 — June 16, 2026
E Opening Reception: May 16, 2026 | 18:00 — 21:00
Admission: All events are free and open to the public

Related events:

May 23, 2026 18:30 >> The Weavers, (1927) Dir. Frederic Zelnik

May 30, 2026 18:30 >> Metropolis, (1927) Dir. Fritz Lang

June 6, 2026 18:30 >> Lecture and conversation with artist Wayne Hodge

June 13, 2026 18:30 >> Lecture and conversation with curator Ernest A. Bryant lll

Powerless In the Mist of the Juggernaut assembles etchings by the German artist
Kathe Kollwitz (1867—1945). Artworks made between 1899 and 1910, when Europe
stood at the edge of catastrophes it could not yet fully name, will be exhibited in Tbilisi
Georgia. These works have been assembled for appreciation, pedagogy, potential
clarity and critique.

This modest exhibition is the first time artworks by Kathe Kollwitz have been exhibited in
Thilisi Georgia. They arrive here not from a museum vault, but from a personal ‘teaching
collection’— objects that have spent the past three years as the subject of
conversations with artists and students in America, and now Thbilisi, Georgia. These
works have served as inspiration, aesthetic reference, opportunities for close looking,
essay production, as primary sources, evidence, provocations and material—yes
material. That origin matters. These prints have been looked at intensely, argued over,
and sat with in silence. They carry that accumulated attention— from the hands of
Kollwitz... to the gaze of over eighty students and now to the public in Tbilisi, Georgia.

Kollwitz spent her life making art about people whose lives were largely invisible to or
ignored by many artists. She lived among the working poor of Berlin, and the proximity
of that world proved essential. “Beauty, for Kollwitz, was not prettiness, it was weight
and dignity in truth.” In her hands, printmaking, with its pressure, resistance and
capacity to circulate images suited a practice committed to producing images of the
lives of the common working people.

This exhibition poses questions of the past in the quaking shadow thrown upon the past
by current events: have we learned as witnesses...not observation from the subdued
safety of a centuries long gap, but bound through implication from those moments and
these—the body standing at the edge of the crowd, the person holding the image, the
student asked to write about what they see, the digital pedestrian eyeing catastrophe?
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About the Curator

Ernest A. Bryant lll is an artist, educator, who moves between the labor of the studio,
the classroom and the exhibition space. He holds an MFA from Yale University, an MFA
from the New York School of Visual Arts and a BFA from the Minneapolis College of Art
and Design. Four years ago he designed the course Engaging Art in Our World, a first-
year writing seminar, in which original works of art and artifacts serve as primary ‘text’
augmented by essays and literature about art. The five Kollwitz etchings in this
exhibition, objects chosen not for their rarity but for their capacity to provoke and
provide opportunities for close looking and rigorous thought, are drawn from that
teaching collection.

Powerless In the Mist of the Juggernaut: Four Prints by Kathe Kollwitz is the
inaugural exhibition in the collaboration between Criticism + Value, and TIMM
Architecture, and Bryant's first exhibition project in Tbilisi, where he is conducting
pedagogical research and undertaking studio work.

About CRITICISM + VALUE (C+V)

(C+V) began as a discussion series exploring a single, generative question: what would
a work of art say if it could speak verbally? Founded by Ernest A. Bryant Il in 2020,
C+V evolved from an intimate conversation series, into a, experimental performative
lecture and interview series that uses AR image and Al voice mapping to stage
dialogues between living artists and artworks from previous eras, making the impossible
conversations possible across time and space.

That same spirit of critical inquiry and experimental play now animates a physical
space. CRITICISM + VALUE, Experimental Pedagogy & Contemporary Art Space,
located at Kote Afkhazi 18/2 in Thilisi, Georgia, will host exhibitions, performances, and
curatorial projects that treat the gallery as an extension of the art studio and classroom.
The space operates at the intersection of contemporary art, architecture, pedagogy, and
critical thought. Situated in the meeting room for TIMM ARCHITECTURE, it provides
opportunities for exhibition as well as discussions about the inherent relationship
between art and architecture— bringing together objects, ideas, and audiences in
configurations that conventional exhibition venues rarely permit.

About TIMM Architecture

TIMM Architecture is a design and research oriented international network of partners
offering design solutions ranging from small-scale architectural projects to large-scale
urban interventions.

For more information:
Director, Artist & Curator criticismandvalue.com
Ernest A. Bryant |l info@criticismandvalue.com
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Kathe Kollwitz, Losbruch, (Outbreak), from the series The Peasants' Revolt (Bauernkrieg), 1902, (Printed in 1921)
Drypoint and aquatint etching, 19.25 x 22.75 inches Photo: E.A. Bryant Ill. Image courtesy Criticism and Value
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